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Welcome to  
World History I! 

           Mr. Peck         
Room 2205 
gerritt.peck@lcps.org 

 
Welcome to World History I! This course involves the exploration of the historical development 
of people, places and patterns of life from ancient times until the period 1450-1500 CE. 
Students will examine the geography, economy, government, social structure, religion, 
technology and history of selected civilizations. Concepts stressed throughout the course are 
the same as those employed by all social scientists: critical thinking, analysis and interpretation. 

COURSE TOPIC S AND TENTATIVE SC HEDUL E  

First Quarter: 

 Early Humans 

 River Valley Civilizations 
o Mesopotamia, Nile, Indus, Huang 

He, Yangtze 

 Expanding World Civilizations 
o Mediterranean, Babylon, Persia, 

Hebrews 
 
Second Quarter: 

 Early Belief Systems 
o Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 

Confucianism 

 Classical India and China 

 Ancient Greece 
 

Third Quarter:  

 Roman Republic and Empire 

 Eurasian Connections 
o Byzantines, Russia, Japan, Mongols 

 African Empires 
o Ghana, Mali, Songhai 

 Mesoamerican Civilizations 
o Maya, Aztec, Inca 

 
Fourth Quarter: 

 European Middle Ages 

 Renaissance 

 SOL Exam 

 End of year projects 
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SKILL S  

As in any history course, we will spend time on skills such as historical thinking, chronology and 
periodization, and map reading. In addition, we will work on note taking, pulling information 
from textbooks, primary source analysis, document-based questions, compare and contrast 
essays, and multiple-choice question strategies. 

 

SUPPL IES  

Please have the following supplies with you for each class period: 

 Pen or pencil 

 Binder or folder to keep material  

 High expectations for yourself and our class! 

 

CONTACTING MR .  PEC K  

I am available to discuss anything. Whether related to the class or not, we can discuss any topic. 
We cannot always have that discussion during class, but please approach me with anything you 
want to ask or tell someone. If you have an interest or question related to the class, we may 
even be able to make it part of a lesson. 

 
Please come to me in advance of a problem! Don’t tell me the day an assignment is due that 
you can’t turn it in – if you come to me in advance, we can solve or work around any problem. 
But I can’t help if I don’t know. 
 
You can also reach me by email: gerritt.peck@lcps.org. I check email several times a day and 
will respond as quickly as possible. Note that if you email me one night after school, I may not 
see it until I get here the next morning. 

CL ASS EXPEC TATIONS  

What I expect from you 
I expect effort on your part.  This course is demanding and designed to push you academically.  
When an assignment is given I expect it to be completed to your fullest potential.  The work we 
do in and outside of class will help to give you the tools you will need to be successful in this 
course but ultimately, the responsibility is yours.  

What you can expect from me 
I will follow and model my own rules, expectations, values, and philosophy. I will do my best to 
make every lesson interesting, relevant, and useful. I will treat each student with the individual 
respect they deserve. I will never waste your time. 

GRADING  

Grades will be determined by adding up total points across all assignments in the quarter. The 
number and type of assignments will vary.  
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 Projects. We will do a lot of project-based learning, collaboratively and individually. If 
there is a type of project you would like to do, please let me know and I will try to make 
it an option. 

 Quizzes and Tests. In addition to teaching important skills and content, we will prepare 
all students for the SOL exams at the end of the year. There will be practice SOL-type 
tests, as well as essay tests. Quizzes and tests will be announced. Usually. 

 Class Work and Participation. Much of what we do in class will be informally assessed 
as a class work grade, but some in-class assignments will be graded as well. This grade 
will also include Bellringers and binder checks. 

 Homework. All homework assignments are given for a purpose, never to waste your 
time. Homework may be used to preview an activity, practice a skill, review a lesson, or 
to preserve class time for exciting activities. As a result, all homework will be at least 
graded for completion. 

Late Work 
Any assignment not submitted on the day it is due will be penalized.  Late work will be accepted 
up to one week before the end of the grading period. Note: Completion of all assignments is a 
pre-requisite for any extra credit that may be offered.  

Quiz Corrections  
In an effort to reach the goal of content mastery, all students will have the opportunity to 
retake Unit Assessments (and chapter quizzes, but for modified scores) if mastery has not been 
proven.  Retakes are OPTIONAL, but highly recommended.    

●  Students may be asked to prove they deserve a second chance in order to do a 
retake.  Retakes will not be allowed until earned through enrichment activities.  This 
may come in the form of additional enrichment assignments.  The fact is, studying hard 
and learning the right way to retain information is crucial and will result in better 
outcomes.   
●  Retakes may not be in the same form as the original assessment.  For example, a 
multiple choice section may have been failed, but an essay question may be assigned as 
the retake opportunity. 
● Unit Retake grades will replace original grades in the grade system.  Students may 
retake Unit Assessments/portions of assessments several times if they wish (with 
teacher discretion).  Each new opportunity will replace the former grade in the system.  
Retakes will happen during before/afterschool appointments.   
● Chapter Quiz retakes will be allowed but will only offer a partial point recovery.  
Mastery on a Chapter Section of the Unit Assessment will completely replace that 
Chapter Quiz Score if it is higher. 
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Absences 

Students are responsible for making up work or notes missed when absent. Students absent for 
a single class period will not be excused from long-term deadlines (unless, for example, critical 
content is missed the day before a test). Any longer absence requires a discussion between 
student and teacher to set deadlines for missed work. 

 If absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment must be turned in as soon as 
you return to school.  

 If absent on a test day, be prepared for the test on the day you return.  

 If absent when work is assigned, there will be a one day grace period to complete the 
work. It will be considered late after that point. 
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AC KNOWL EDGEMENT OF  RUL ES AND EXPEC TATIONS  

These rules and expectations form the basis of our classroom relationship for the year. Please 
take the time to read them over and show them to your parents/guardians.  
 
Your first homework assignment is to return this page with signatures by our third day of 
class. 
 
By signing below, you acknowledge that you understand the behaviors and attitudes you are 
expected to exhibit in class this year. You agree to give your best effort every day and show 
respect to your teacher, your classmates, and yourself. You understand that unwelcome 
behaviors will be addressed through clinics and, if necessary, detentions or parent conferences. 
You also acknowledge the statement below on Cheating and Plagiarism. 
 

Cheating and Plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism will be handled with zero tolerance. 
Both cheating and plagiarism are violations of the Park View High School Honor Code. 
Any plagiarized work will be awarded no points and will be discussed with parents. The 
student will re-do the work with the teacher’s assistance. The magic rule of plagiarism: 
If you think it might be plagiarism, IT IS. Change it. 

 
 

Your name (printed):  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Your signature: _________________________________________________________________ 
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Note for Parents/Guardians 

I am excited to work with your student throughout the 2015-16 school year! We will have a 
great time in World History I and will explore a number of very interesting topics. I hope that 
your student brings home some of my enjoyment of the subject and the class. 
 
I look forward to working with you and your student throughout the year, and I hope you will 
be involved in guiding them to a successful school year. Please provide me with your contact 
information below. I am unable to email each parent individually, but I will send out reminders 
for major assignment due dates and upcoming tests.  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at 
gerritt.peck@lcps.org. Email is the best way for us to communicate with simple questions as I 
have access to computers far more readily than phones. Please note, however, that I am limited 
per LCPS policies in what I can say via email. Teachers are not permitted to include grades in 
email communications.  
 
We can also schedule a time to talk on the phone or meet at the school if desired; if you have a 
serious concern, in-person meetings are much more effective and can include guidance 
counselors or other teachers, as well as the student when necessary. 
 
Please read over the class rules and expectations with your student and sign the sheet below. I 
am looking forward to a great year! 
 

Mr. Peck 

 

Parent/guardian’s name (printed): __________________________________________________ 

Preferred daytime phone number: __________________________________________________ 

Preferred email address:__________________________________________________________ 

Parent/guardian’s signature: ______________________________________________________  

 

Remember: Back to School Night is Thursday, September 10 @ 6:30! I hope to see you then! 

Please tell me if there is something you think I should know about your child below:  
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